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(a) A notice of contract action shall
be published in the Commerce Business
Daily at least 15 days before issuance of
a solicitation except that, for acquisi-
tions of commercial items, the con-
tracting officer may—

(1) Establish a shorter period for
issuance of the solicitation; or

(2) Use the combined CBD synopsis/
solicitation procedure (see 12.603).

(b) The contracting officer shall es-
tablish a solicitation response time
which will afford potential offerors a
reasonable opportunity to respond to
(1) each contract action, including ac-
tions via FACNET, in an amount esti-
mated to be greater than $25,000, but
not greater than the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold; or (2) each contract ac-
tion for the acquisition of commercial
items in an amount estimated to be
greater than $25,000 (see part 12). The
contracting officer should consider the
circumstances of the individual acqui-
sition, such as the complexity,
commerciality, availability, and ur-
gency, when establishing the solicita-
tion response time.

(c) Except for the acquisition of com-
mercial items (see 5.203(b)), agencies
shall allow at least a 30-day response
time for receipt of bids or proposals
from the date of issuance of a solicita-
tion, if the contract action is expected
to exceed the simplified acquisition
threshold.

(d) Agencies shall allow at least a 30
day response time from the date of
publication of a proper notice of intent
to contract for architect-engineer serv-
ices or before issuance of an order
under a basic ordering agreement or
similar arrangement if the contract ac-
tion is expected to exceed the sim-
plified acquisition threshold.

(e) Agencies shall allow at least a 45
day response time for receipt of bids or
proposals from the date of publication
of the notice required in 5.201 for con-
tract actions categorized as research
and development if the contract action
is expected to exceed the simplified ac-
quisition threshold.

(f) Nothing in this subpart prohibits
officers or employees of agencies from
responding to requests for information.

(g) Contracting officers may, unless
they have evidence to the contrary,
presume that notice has been published

10 days (6 days if electronically trans-
mitted) following transmittal of the
synopsis to the CBD. This presumption
is based on the CBD’s confirmation
that publication does occur within
these timeframes. This presumption
does not negate the mandatory waiting
or response times specified in para-
graphs (a) through (d) of this section.
Upon learning that a particular notice
has not in fact been published within
the presumed timeframes, contracting
officers should consider whether the
date for receipt of offers can be ex-
tended or whether circumstances have
become sufficiently compelling to jus-
tify proceeding with the contract ac-
tion under the authority of 5.202(a)(2).

(h) In addition to other requirements
set forth in this section, for acquisi-
tions subject to NAFTA or the Trade
Agreements Act (see subpart 25.4), the
period of time between publication of
the synopsis notice and receipt of of-
fers shall be no less than 40 days. How-
ever, if the acquisition falls within a
general category identified in an an-
nual forecast, the availability of which
is published in the CBD, the contract-
ing officer may reduce this time period
to as few as 10 days.

[50 FR 52430, Dec. 23, 1985, as amended at 51
FR 31425, Sept. 3, 1986; 60 FR 34747, July 3,
1995; 60 FR 48236, Sept. 18, 1995; 61 FR 39192,
July 26, 1996; 62 FR 263, Jan. 2, 1997; 62 FR
10710, Mar. 10, 1997]

5.204 Presolicitation notices.
Contracting officers shall publicize

presolicitation notices in the CBD (see
15.201 and 36.213–2). Synopsizing is still
required prior to issuance of any re-
sulting solicitation (see 5.201 and 5.203).

[50 FR 1729, Jan. 11, 1985 and 50 FR 52429, Dec.
23, 1985; 62 FR 271, Jan. 2, 1997; 62 FR 51270,
Sept. 30, 1997]

5.205 Special situations.
(a) Research and development (R&D)

advance notice. Contracting officers
may publish in the CBD, advance no-
tices of their interest in potential R&D
programs whenever existing solicita-
tion mailing lists do not include a suf-
ficient number of concerns to obtain
adequate competition. Advance notices
shall not be used where security con-
siderations prohibit such publication.
Advance notices will enable potential
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sources to learn of R&D programs and
provide their sources with an oppor-
tunity to submit information which
will permit evaluation of their R&D ca-
pabilities. Potential sources which re-
spond to advance notices shall be added
to the appropriate solicitation mailing
list for subsequent solicitation. Ad-
vance notices shall be titled ‘‘Research
and Development Sources Sought,’’
cite the appropriate Numbered Note,
and include the name and telephone
number of the contracting officer or
other contracting activity official from
whom technical details of the project
can be obtained. This will enable
sources to submit information for eval-
uation of their R&D capabilities. Con-
tracting officers shall synopsize all
subsequent solicitations for R&D con-
tracts, including those resulting from a
previously synopsized advance notice,
unless one of the exceptions in 5.202 ap-
plies.

(b) Federally Funded Research and De-
velopment Centers. Before establishing a
Federally Funded Research and Devel-
opment Center (FFRDC) (see part 35) or
before changing its basic purpose and
mission, the sponsor shall place at
least three notices over a 90-day period
in the Commerce Business Daily and
the FEDERAL REGISTER, indicating the
agency’s intention to sponsor an
FFRDC or change the basic purpose
and mission of an FFRDC. The notice
shall indicate the scope and nature of
the effort to be performed and request
comments. Notice is not required
where action is required by law.

(c) Special notices. Contracting offi-
cers may publish in the CBD special
notices of procurement matters such as
business fairs, long-range procurement
estimates, pre-bid/pre-proposal con-
ferences, meetings, and the availability
of draft solicitations or draft specifica-
tions for review. Special notices shall
be transmitted to the CBD in accord-
ance with 5.207.

(d) Architect-engineering services. Con-
tracting officers shall publish notices
of intent to contract for architect-engi-
neering services as follows:

(1) Except when exempted by 5.202,
contracting officers shall synopsize
each proposed contract action for
which the total fee (including phases
and options) is expected to exceed

$25,000. Reference shall be made to the
appropriate CBD Numbered Note.

(2) When the total fee is expected to
exceed $10,000 but not exceed $25,000,
the contracting officer shall comply
with 5.101(a)(2). When the contract ac-
tion is not required to be synopsized
under subparagraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion, the contracting officer shall dis-
play a notice of the solicitation or a
copy of the solicitation in a public
place at the contracting office. Other
optional publicizing methods are au-
thorized in accordance with 5.101(b).

(e) Effort to locate commercial sources
under OMB Circular A–76. When deter-
mining the availability of commercial
sources under the procedures pre-
scribed in subpart 7.3 and OMB Circular
A–76, the contracting officer shall not
arrive at a conclusion that there are no
commercial sources capable of provid-
ing the required supplies or services
until publicizing the requirement in
the CBD at least three times in a 90
calendar-day period, with a minimum
of 30 calendar days between each. When
necessary to meet an urgent require-
ment, this may be limited to a total of
two publications in the CBD in a 30 cal-
endar-day period, with a minimum of
15 calendar days between each.

(f) Section 8(a) competitive acquisition.
When a national buy requirement is
being considered for competitive acqui-
sition limited to eligible 8(a) concerns
under Subpart 19.8, the contracting of-
ficer shall transmit a synopsis of the
proposed contract action to the CBD in
accordance with 5.207. The synopsis
may be transmitted to the CDB concur-
rent with submission of the agency of-
fering (see 19.804–2) to the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA). The synop-
sis should also include information—

(1) Advising that the acquisition is
being offered for competition limited
to eligible 8(a) concerns;

(2) Specifying the Standard Indus-
trial Classification (SIC) code;

(3) Advising that eligibility to par-
ticipate may be restricted to firms in
either the developmental or transi-
tional stage; and

(4) Encouraging interested 8(a) firms
to request a copy of the solicitation as
expeditiously as possible since the so-
licitation will be issued without fur-
ther notice upon SBA acceptance of the
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requirement for the section 8(a) Pro-
gram.

[48 FR 42119, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50
FR 1729, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 4221, Jan. 30,
1985; 50 FR 52430, Dec. 23, 1985; 51 FR 27117,
July 29, 1986; 52 FR 21886, June 9, 1987; 53 FR
43389, Oct. 26, 1988; 54 FR 25061, June 12, 1989;
54 FR 46004, Oct. 31, 1989; 55 FR 3881, Feb. 5,
1990; 55 FR 25526, June 21, 1990; 55 FR 52789,
Dec. 21, 1990; 56 FR 41731, Aug. 22, 1991; 60 FR
34747, July 3, 1995; 61 FR 39192, July 26, 1996]

5.206 Publicizing subcontract opportu-
nities.

Prime contractors may use the CBD
to publicize subcontracting opportuni-
ties stemming from receipt of a Gov-
ernment contract. The CBD can be
used to seek competition for sub-
contracts, to increase participation by
small, small disadvantaged, and
women-owned business firms, and to
meet established subcontracting plan
goals. Synopses of subcontract oppor-
tunities should be prepared and sub-
mitted in accordance with 5.207.

[57 FR 60574, Dec. 21, 1992]

5.207 Preparation and transmittal of
synopses.

(a) Transmittal. Contracting officers
shall transmit synopses of actions
identified under 5.101 to the Commerce
Business Daily by the most expeditious
and reliable means available.

(1) Electronic transmission. All synop-
ses transmitted by electronic means
shall be in ASCII Code. Contact your
agency’s communications center for
the appropriate transmission instruc-
tions or services.

(2) Hard copy transmission. When elec-
tronic transmission is not feasible,
synopses should be sent to the CBD via
mail or other physical delivery of hard
copy and should be addressed to: Com-
merce Business Daily, U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, P.O. Box 77880,
Washington, DC 20013–8880.

(b) Format. The contracting officer
shall prepare the synopsis in the fol-
lowing style and format to ensure
timely processing of the synopsis by
the Commerce Business Daily.

(1) General. Format for all synopses
shall employ conventional typing with
abbreviations, capitalization, and
punctuation all grammatically correct.
Each synopsis shall include all 17 for-

mat items. Do not include the title for
the format item.

(2) Spacing. Begin each line flush left
and use double spaced lines between
each format line. If more than one syn-
opsis is sent at one time, separate each
synopsis with four line spaces and
begin each new synopsis with format
item number 1.

(3) Abbreviations. Minimize abbrevia-
tions or acronyms to commonly recog-
nized abbreviations.

(4) Standard format. Prepare each syn-
opsis in the following format. Begin
each format item with the number of
the item followed by a period (e.g., 1.).
Then make two spaces after the period.
Next type the appropriate information
for each format item. Then conclude
each format item with two excla-
mation points (i.e., !!). Conclude each
complete synopsis, following format
item 17, with five asterisks (i.e.,
* * * * *).

Format Item and Explanation/Description of
Entry

1. ACTION CODE
(A single alphabetic character denoting the

specific action related in the synopsis.
Choices are limited to the following:
P=Presolicitation Notice/Procurement;
A=Award announcement;
M=Modification of a previously an-
nounced procurement action (a correc-
tion to a previous CBD announcement);
R=Sources Sought (includes A–76 serv-
ices and architect-engineer contracts). If
none of the standard codes apply, enter
‘‘N/A’’.)

2. DATE
(Date on which the synopsis is transmitted

to the CBD for publication. Use a four
digit number indicating month in two
digits and date in two digits (MMDD). All
four spaces must be used with preceding
0 for months January thru September.
Format: 0225 for February 25.)

3. YEAR
(Two numeric digits denoting the calendar

year of the synopsis. Format 85 for 1985.)
4. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

(GPO) BILLING ACCOUNT CODE.
(The originating office’s account number

used by the GPO for billing and collection
purposes. The field length is nine alpha-nu-
meric characters. The first three characters
entered are ‘‘GPO’’ and then the following
six characters are the numeric account num-
ber. Agencies should contact the GPO’s Of-
fice of Comptroller for additional informa-
tion. Enter N/A if an account number has not
been assigned.)
5. CONTRACTING OFFICE ZIP CODE
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